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Raising the Bar

Team Effort Yields Big Rewards for NICU Patients and Staff
Health Care Watch
Partisanship in Washington
continues to infect the health
care reform debate where
current activity is concentrated
in the Senate Finance Committee.
Chairman Max Baucus (D-Montana)
offered a proposal and quickly
adapted it to address amend-
ments offered by committee
members from both parties.
Despite Baucus’ efforts to engage
members in a bipartisan way,
several publicly stated their
intention to vote against the
bill. Senator Olympia Snowe
(R-Maine) was a notable excep-
tion, seemingly willing to vote
in favor of an overhaul and
actively engaged in efforts to
amend the bill, rather than
derail it. The White House and
Senate Majority Leader Harry
Reid (D-Nevada) have been
eager to get a bill through the
committee.

Meanwhile, in the House of
Representatives, as a bill moved
from the committee process
toward a full vote, Speaker
Nancy Pelosi (D-California) raised
the possibility that the demands
of fiscally conservative “Blue
Dog” Democrats to remove a
public option from the House
bill might not be honored.
Despite requests by members
including Senator Charles
Schumer (D-New York), a public
insurance option is not part of
the finance committee bill which
instead includes a nonprofit
medical cooperative. The move
by Democrats in the House to
insert a public option into the
House bill is an attempt to keep
the notion alive.

At the state level, leaders
began discussions about how to
close a more than $2 billion gap
in the budget for the current
fiscal year which ends April 1,
2010. In advance of the meeting,
Senator Thomas Duane, chair of
the Health Committee, sent a
letter to leaders imploring them
to exempt health care providers
from mid-year budget cuts. He
cited the fiscal uncertainties
created by ongoing debate in
Washington and the fact that
last year’s deficit reduction
actions cut reimbursement for
hospitals and others twice.

Central line associated
bloodstream infections
(CLABSI’s) are a nation-
wide problem in neonatal
ICUs where babies are not
only vulnerable to infec-
tion, but often need
central lines placed for
weeks or months at a
time. The infections occur
when the central lines
(catheters inserted into
the arm that run through
to major arteries in the
chest or those inserted
through the umbilical
cord) become contami-
nated with bacteria from
an outside source.

Though usually not life
threatening, CLABSI’s are a
setback for a baby and for
parents who want to get their
newborn home. In the past,
such infections affected about
a quarter of the 300 infants
annually who get central lines
in Albany Med’s NICU (a rate
on par with the national
average). But that’s not the
case here anymore.

Since March 2008, only three
infections—total—have been
reported in the neonatal ICU.
It’s now so rare that the entire
staff is aware when it happens.
This incredible success story is
due to a concerted, diligent
effort on the part of the entire
120-plus member NICU staff.
It’s been such a success that
not only has it earned the
group a Quality Award from
the Medical Center, it has even
been documented nationally
by the American Hospital

Association in its review of
quality success stories in “hos-
pitals in pursuit of success.”

According to Michael
Horgan, MD, division head of
neonatology, in 2007, New
York State awarded a grant
to his counterpart, Joseph
Schulman, MD, at Weill Cornell
Medical Center in New York
City to study ways to reduce
the CLABSI infection rate.
Schulman surveyed the state’s
19 regional NICUs, including
Albany Med, in an effort to
get a read on the problem.
One center stood out.

“Mt. Sinai’s infection rate
was way, way below everyone
else,” says Horgan, who quickly
arranged for staff members
Sue Furdon, CNS, NP, and Lynn
Spilman, CNS, NP, to travel to
New York City to tour Mt.
Sinai’s NICU.

“At the time, we really could-
n’t believe their rate was so
low,” says Furdon. “We thought
it must be a mistake. But, sure
enough, after meeting with the
staff and witnessing the strict
procedures they had put in
place, we knew that was what
we needed to be doing here.”

Thus began the adoption
of new processes and proce-
dures for placing central lines
and maintaining them in the
NICU, a responsibility of the
nurse on duty assigned to a
particular patient. “We started
with the clinical education fair
in March (2008) introducing
the nurses to the new practices
and why they were important,”
says Furdon.

The new process is called
“bundling,” where health care
workers are taught to follow a

Continued on inside

Kidskeller Celebrates 25 Years of Child Care
At just 18 months old, Brianna Patrick is
already following in her mother’s footsteps—
she’s attending day care at Kidskeller, Inc.
just like her mother, Nicole, did nearly 25
years ago.

Nicole’s mother, grandmother Kathie
Teriele, a 30-year Albany Med employee who
works in the purchasing department, says
she wouldn’t have had it any other way.

“I just can’t say enough about the positives
of this program,” says Teriele. “The teachers
here have a strong connection to the kids,
and the programs are very structured. And
with the proximity to the hospital, I know
that like Nicole was, Brianna is very safe. I
wouldn’t want her to be anywhere else.”

The same sentiments have been shared
by thousands of employees, area residents,
students, and other parents who have enrolled
their children in the program, which celebrated
its 25th anniversary in September with a
picnic attended by nearly 200 people who
have benefited from its services since 1984. At the time, group
day care was still a relatively new concept, and employer-based
child care was nearly unheard of. Kidskeller, Inc. was the first day
care center to be opened by a hospital in the Capital Region, and
one of the largest operated by a medical institution in New York.

Parents like Katie Len, practice coordinator in the Neurosciences
Institute, who attended the picnic with her 2-year-old daughter
Molly, credit Kidskeller’s success to its warm and knowledgeable
staff. “I appreciate the open-door policy that is enforced with the
coordinators, directors and teachers. It’s a very welcoming environ-
ment, and that is such a great feeling to have when leaving your
child in the care of others.”

Executive director Sharon Wood, who began teaching at the
facility in 1987, attributes this feeling of comfort to the longevity
of her staff (Wood is only the second executive director of the

program) and the unique interface that occurs between the
program and the Medical Center.

“Not only are we able to benefit from the resources available
through Albany Med, such as pediatric consultants available for
health-related issues and concerns, nutritionists, or behavioral
specialists; but we also are able to provide a service to the College,
Hospital and to the community. Third-year medical students and
first-year pediatric residents rotate through our program, and a
number of teens and college students with interest in early child-
hood development volunteer with us every summer. We also
participate in fundraising events such as food drives and adopt-a-
family programs around the holidays.”

Wood also feels the program’s family-centered approach helps
parents to feel at ease. “We encourage our parents to get involved
by hosting lecturers on topics such as seasonal illnesses or develop-

mental milestones, book fairs, and
the picnic. We also could not do these
activities without the help of our
Parent Advisory Committee, which is
an important way to let the parents
of our program have a say in the activ-
ities we partake in.”

During Wood’s tenure, the program
opened a second site in addition to its
Center Building location. Located on
Myrtle Avenue, Kids, Too! enrolls infants
under 18 months.

Parents have the option of paying
for day care directly out of their pay-
checks or through a pre-tax spending
option. For parents who need financial
assistance, Kidskeller participates in an
Albany County Department of Social
Services reimbursement program. USDA
funding subsidizes a portion of meals
for all of the children.

For more information or to inquire
about enrollment, call Kidskeller at
262-6950 or visit the Kidskeller section
at www.amc.edu.

Georgeann Greene, RN, cleans a central line in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit.

Thousands of staff members/students/
volunteers, including Phillip Campaner of
the OR who stopped by a clinic in Choices
Café, have received their mandated flu
vaccine. H1N1 and seasonal flu vaccines
will be available through Nov. 30. If you
have not done so yet, please attend a
scheduled flu clinic (see Intranet for
details), ask a nurse manager (every unit
has a designated nurse available to pro-
vide employees with flu vaccine 24/7), visit
Employee Health (regular business hours
–7am-3:30pm, Monday through Friday)
or visit your primary care physician.

Employees Line up for Flu Shots
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Jennifer Nielsen and Thomas Rydberg Sr. enjoy the picnic with son Thomas Rydberg Jr.

Picnic-goers enjoyed looking at photos from Kidskeller throughout the years.
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Albany Med/NYOH Conference
to Explore Basic Science/Clinical
Practice Connection
While the majority of translational research in oncology is conducted
in the academic setting, most cancer patients receive care in their
local communities. In order to promote discussion among academic
and community oncologists and scientists, a diverse group of faculty
involved in translational oncology research will provide updates on
their research and participate in interactive breakout sessions at
the third annual conference—Translational Symposium: Transforming
Basic Science into Clinical Practice.

The conference is presented by Albany Medical College and
New York Oncology Hematology (NYOH), along with the journal
Oncology Today. The one-and-a-half-day conference (Oct. 22-23 at
the Hilton Garden Inn at Albany Med) is an opportunity for academic
and community-based oncologists and scientists involved in cancer
research to discuss the application of the latest science to clinical
situations. By creating a forum that bridges the gap between
research and the clinic, this program will facilitate the incorpora-
tion of scientific advances into the clinical setting.

Keynote presentations will include “Biomarkers, Integrated
Diagnostics and Personalized Medicine in the Era of Targeted Therapies
for Cancer” presented by Jeff Ross, MD, Cyrus Strong Merrill Professor
and chair of the department of pathology and lab medicine at
Albany Med, and “New Developments in the Treatment of Head and
Neck Cancer: The Promise of Individualized Therapy” by Christine
Chung, MD, assistant professor of medicine at the Vanderbilt-Ingram
Cancer Center at Vanderbilt University School of Medicine.

The symposium co-directors are Paul Higgins, PhD, and Paula
McKeown-Longo, PhD, co-directors of the Center for Cell Biology
and Cancer Research at Albany Medical College, and Karen Tedesco,
MD, medical oncologist with NYOH. Moderators will be Vincent
Verdile, MD, dean of Albany Medical College and executive vice
president for health affairs, Tedesco, and Lawrence Garbo, MD,
medical oncologist with NYOH.

The CME-accredited conference is intended for academic and
community-based medical, surgical and radiation oncologists, hema-
tologists, and basic scientists involved in cancer research. For more
information, go to www.amc.edu or call the department of continu-
ing medical education at 262-5828 or e-mail amccme@mail.amc.edu.

Lauren Zibura
Lauren is a patient care associate on
C-3 East, the renal transplant floor.
She is also a nursing student who, by
all measures, has a very bright future
in front of her. Her patients often call
her “Sunshine” because of her won-
derful disposition.

What’s the most rewarding thing about working here?
Working on the Renal Transplant Unit you are able to watch
and help the patients as they recover, and enjoy their new
chance at life. We see our patients on a constant basis so we
are able to create special bonds with them and help encour-
age them through difficult times. All of this is rewarding and
worth coming to work for every day.

Where are you from?
My father was in the Air Force, so I was born on Clark Air
Force Base in the Philippines, and then moved back to the
United States when I was 3 years old.

What groups or organizations are you active with outside
of work?
I am currently involved in and advocating for an organization
called “The Invisible Children.” It’s a program that helps
support children in Africa who are hiding and have lost loved
ones to genocide which is still ongoing today.

What is your dream vacation?
To go backpacking through Europe.

G
le

n
n

D
av

en
p

o
rt

All-Star

21535_albany med:AMC Ext 7-15-07.3  10/2/09  11:20 AM  Page 1



James J. Barba
President and Chief Executive Officer

Steven M. Frisch, MD
Executive Vice President of IDS and
Hospital Systems General Director

William C. Hasselbarth
Executive Vice President and Chief
Financial Officer

George T. Hickman
Executive Vice President and Chief
Information Officer

Gary J. Kochem
Executive Vice President and Chief
Operating Officer

Vincent Verdile, MD
Dean and Executive Vice President for
Health Affairs

Terri Cerveny
Senior Vice President for Development

John DePaola
Executive Associate Dean and
Chief Operating Officer, Albany
Medical College

Timothy W. Duffey
Hospital Director - AMC South Clinical
Campus

Louis Filhour, RN
Senior Vice President for Clinical Quality

Kim Fine
Senior Vice President for Policy,
Planning and Communications

Catherine Halakan
Senior Vice President for Human Resources

Lee R. Hessberg
Senior Vice President and General Counsel

Noel Hogan
Senior Vice President and Chief
Compliance Officer

Bernadette Pedlow
Senior VP for Hospital Business Services
and Hospital Chief Operating Officer

Mary Ellen Plass, RN
Senior Vice President and Chief
Nursing Officer

Henry Pohl, MD
Vice Dean for Academic Administration

Ferdinand Venditti, MD
Vice Chair for Clinical Affairs and
Chair, Department of Medicine

Gregory J. McGarry
Vice President for
Communications

Nicole Pitaniello
Assistant Vice President
for Public Relations

Beth Engeler
Editor

Walter Snyder
Printer, Inc.
Printing Services

Willow Graphics
Graphic Design

Contributors
Sue Ford
Kristen Cook

ALBANY MED TODAY STAFF

ALBANY MED TODAY
Vol. 4, No. 9 • October 1, 2009

Albany Med Today is published monthly by the Public Relations
Department for the employees, staff, students, alumni, board members
and volunteers of the Albany Medical Center.

Comments and story suggestions can be directed to the Albany Medical
Center Public Relations Department, 43 New Scotland Avenue (Mail
Code 125), Albany, N.Y. 12208 or by faxing to (518) 262-3880, or by
calling (518) 262-3421.

ALBANY MEDICAL CENTER OFFICERS

number of steps and procedures each and every time they do a
task, like inserting or cleaning a central line. Following these
“best practices” has been proven to be effective for a number
of procedures performed in hospitals. In particular, the CLABSI
measures include changing tubing using a sterile technique
requiring nurses—and anyone within three feet—to wear
masks, hats and gloves; performing the change or insertion in
a sterile environment in which a room is closed off to visitors
and non-essential personnel; administering medication into
the tubing outside of the patient environment so the nurse is
not accessing the tubing next to the infant; and strict adher-
ence to a one-minute scrub when accessing the tubing.

“The process also involves a daily assessment of the integrity
of each central catheter dressing by a team of high-level
nurses,” says Spilman. The attending neonatologists, fellows
and nurse practitioners also closely monitor the progress of
babies with central lines to determine if the lines are still
needed on a daily basis. “The goal is to take them out as
soon as it is deemed safe and appropriate,” says Horgan.

The CLABSI infection rate has gone from about four a
month in 2007 to just one so far this year, as confirmed by
reviews from the epidemiology staff. Dr. Horgan posts the past
and current infection rate, color-coded by weight of baby, in
the unit each month to show the team where they stand.

“It’s such a source of pride,” says Furdon. “We have a dedi-
cated staff who wants to do their best by their patients to
begin with, so to see that we were able to pull off such a large
and demanding change in process and to actually be rewarded
by seeing less illness in our babies, it’s just so affirming.”

“I think it shows that even if you think some things are out
of your control, many times you can make positive changes,”
adds Spilman.

The NICU’s CLABSI initiative will now serve as a model for
other ICUs, according to Louis Filhour, RN, senior vice president
for clinical quality. “The approach that the staff came up with
as far as owning the responsibility for care and taking on a
problem and successfully dealing with it is truly commendable.
Harder still is maintaining that success, but they have done it.”
The group was recognized with a Delivering Quality Award for
sustained achievement of quality goals by Albany Medical
Center this summer.

NICU Continued from cover

69 Inducted into 25-Year-Club at 61st Annual Club Reception
The following individuals celebrate 25 years of service to Albany Med in 2009. They were honored at a reception at the Albany
Marriott on September 15. The reception was hosted by the Albany Medical Center Board of Directors and Albany Med President
Jim Barba. Congratulations to all!

Joan Aldi
Marcella Allen
Aldona Baltch, MD
Joan Marie Bishop
Diane Capron
Linda Crane Bonin
Susan Boynton, RN
Patricia Brousseau, RN
Michael Brozowski
Michael Bryda
Mary Beth Bryden
William Caramore, MD
Paul Castilla
Margaret Cipperly, FNP
William DeCelle
Susan Dougherty, RN
Cheryl Dunton, RN
Walter Edge, MD
Laura Foglio
Vera Fuller
Susan Furdon, RNC
Patricia Furlong
Robin Gardner, RN
Ellen Gilhooley, RN
Stanley Glick, PhD, MD
Rose Maria Godlewski, RPh

Jana Grant, RN
Robert J. Higgins
Lindsay Hough, PhD
Victoria Junco
Chong Jusino
Mary Kahl, PhD
Peter Karis
Audrey Kiernan
Kenneth Kolnacki, RN
Michelle Kuchis, RN
Lyn LaBarre, RN
Carol Lavigne
Lynne Longtin, RN
Mary MacIntosh
Maura Macri, RN
Mary McLaughlin, RN
Brian McLennan
Edward McManus
Janine Miller
Pamela Moak, RN
Robert Paeglow, MD
Sophia Palasz
Lenore Palladino
Deborah Pavlus
Karen Petronis, ACNP
Gaetane Richard, LPN

John Rosenberger, MD
Patricia Sass, RN
Christine Marie Semos, RN
Daureen Shoemaker, RN
Raymond Smith, MD
Paul Sorum, MD
Joan Speziale, RN
Alwin Steinmann, MD
Eileen Susan Strosberg

Thomas Swift, PhD
Milt Teitler, PhD
Lola Thomas, LPN
Norrine Thompson
Carl E. Touhey
Phyllis Westbrook, RN
Reneé Wilcox, RN
Mary Jane Williams

Sue Furdon receives a flower from her husband, Bill, at the reception ceremony.

Albany Medical College Receives $4.6 Million Stimulus Grant for
Continued Study of Potential Bioterrorism Agent
Albany Medical College has
been awarded a $4.6 million,
two-year American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act Program
Project Grant from the National
Institutes of Health, National
Institute of Allergy and Infec-
tious Diseases (NIAID). The grant
will fund the College’s ongoing
biodefense research against
Francisella tularensis, the bac-
teria that causes tularemia.

The grant represents one of
the largest ever received by the
Medical College.

According to the lead inves-
tigator, Dennis Metzger, PhD,
Professor, Theobald Smith
Alumni Chair and Director, in
the Center for Immunology &
Microbial Disease (CIMD) at
Albany Medical College, the
grant will support three
ongoing research projects
aimed at finding an effective
vaccine to prevent tularemia.

He explains that pulmonary
tularemia is considered a
Category A (the highest) bio-
threat by the NIAID because of
its high infectivity (very little
exposure is needed to cause
disease), ease of dissemination,
and substantial capacity to
cause illness and death.

The bacterium that causes
tularemia is naturally present in
soil and water, and each year,
small outbreaks occur in the
United States. Infection via
animals or contaminated soil or
water usually causes a systemic
disease involving fever, swollen
lymph nodes and a sore throat,
which is easily treated with
antibiotics. However when bac-
teria are breathed into the
lungs, tularemia is usually lethal
because very small doses can
cause significant disease, which

is often difficult to treat with
antibiotics. “Pulmonary
tularemia is the form most
likely to be used by bioterror-
ists. In fact, it was weaponized
by both the U.S. and the Soviet
Union during the Cold War,”
says Metzger. All research con-
ducted at Albany Med focuses
on this pulmonary form of

tularemia. There currently is no
vaccine against it.

The research projects involve
the study of a nasal spray
vaccine for pulmonary tularemia.
He says the goal is to target
the lungs directly. “Gaining
protection in mucosal tissue in
the mouth and nose and down
into the lungs is the first line of
defense,” he says. According
to Metzger, they have shown
in mouse studies that this
approach, using a small amount
of inhaled weakened live virus

as a vaccine, is effective, but
now they need to figure out
exactly why it works so that
they can improve upon it.

In addition to understand-
ing how a nasal spray approach
confers immunity against pul-
monary tularemia, the scientists
will also study the method of
delivery and whether vaccines
combining killed virus with
other boosting substances
(adjuvants) may be even more
protective and/or safer for
eventual human use. In parti-
cular, Metzger is investigating
whether a protein called
Interleukin 12 (IL-12) alone or
in combination with addi-
tional substances may be an
effective immune system
booster in a tularemia vaccine.

Metzger cautions that this
work is considered basic science
research and that no vaccine is
currently in human trials. How-
ever, he says that is the even-
tual goal.

Other CIMD faculty
members involved in this
Program Project Grant are
Chandra Shekhar Bakshi, PhD,
James Drake, PhD, Edmund

Gosselin, PhD, Jonathan
Harton, PhD, Karsten Hazlett,
PhD, J. Andres Melendez,
PhD, and Timothy Sellati, PhD.

The CIMD recently sponsored
the 6th annual International
Conference on Tularemia in
Berlin, Germany. The confer-
ence is considered a top forum
for the exchange of knowledge
about tularemia. In addition
to concern about the agent’s
possible intentional usage,
there is great worry in some
regions of the world where
natural tularemia is responsi-
ble for epidemics that affect
humans and animals.

Overall, Albany Med’s inter-
nationally recognized vaccine
research programs are funded
by grants in excess of $30
million, with the group receiv-
ing a total of $11 million in
new federal grant money
awarded this year alone. In
addition to their work on
tularemia, scientists are study-
ing better vaccines for several
diseases including plague,
Lyme disease, childhood bac-
terial infections, HIV/AIDS, flu,
and other pathogens.

Front row: Drs. Andrés Melendez, Dennis Metzger, and Jonathan Harton. Back row: Drs. Chandra Shekhar Bakshi, Karsten
Hazlett, and James Drake. (Missing from photo: Drs. Edmund Gosselin and Timothy Sellati.)

Dr. McKenna Named Hospital
Medical Director
Dennis McKenna, MD, has been
appointed vice president for medical
affairs and medical director of Albany
Medical Center Hospital and South
Clinical Campus. He has been serving as
associate medical director since 2006.

“This appointment recognizes the
extraordinary leadership, communica-
tion, organizational and medical skills
exhibited by Dr. McKenna throughout
his tenure,” says Steven Frisch, MD,
executive vice president and hospital
systems general director. “We look
forward to the many contributions he is
sure to make to our organization in this new role.”

As medical director, McKenna will be responsible for working
with the medical staff organization on behalf of the institution,
overseeing the administration of the office of the medical director

—including the work of the associate medical directors—and
managing the departments of epidemiology and employee health
services. In addition, McKenna will participate in clinical quality
initiatives, case management and the evaluation and implemen-
tation of health information technology in the Hospital. He also
will serve as a member of President’s Council.

“I am honored to have this opportunity and look forward to
working with and helping the medical and professional staff of
this great institution to continue to provide the highest quality
medical care in the region,” says McKenna.

McKenna is board certified in emergency medicine. A native
of Albany, he completed his residency at Albany Medical Center
Hospital and received his medical degree from Albany Medical
College. He also served as an intern at the National Naval Medical
Center in Bethesda. He has served as a battalion surgeon in the
United States Marine Corps with deployments to Somalia, Haiti,
Cuba and Iraq.

Sixth Annual Program Seeks
Greater Understanding of Addiction
Substance abuse is a leading cause of death, disability and disease
in the United States, yet several surveys have shown that physicians
are not always adequately trained to recognize and treat addiction
or help prevent it. In an effort to address this issue, Albany Medical
College will hold its sixth annual “Addiction Medicine Weekend”
conference. Several renowned presenters will discuss the latest in
the field and what health care workers need to know. The confer-
ence takes place November 13 and 14 at Albany Medical College.

The program is a collaborative effort
between the College and the New York
State Office of Alcoholism and Substance
Abuse Services (OASAS). Organizer
Stanley Glick, PhD, MD, director of the
Center for Neuropharmacology and
Neuroscience, has been involved in the
investigation of new drugs to treat
addiction and he has conducted research
aimed at understanding why certain
people are more prone to addiction than
others. Glick says it has frustrated him to
see addiction still often neglected in the
medical community.

“The scientific evidence overwhelm-
ingly supports that addiction is a chronic, relapsing disease of the
brain, but that’s not always been embraced,” says Glick.

Other organizers include Isabelle Maisonneuve, PhD, Center for
Neuropharmacology and Neuroscience, and Steven Kipnis, MD,
medical director of OASAS. The conference has grown from 33
participants the first year to 126 last year and Glick hopes for an
even larger turn-out this year. It is designed for physicians and
substance abuse counselors, however, the program is open to all
health care workers, including medical and graduate students. It is
free for all Albany Med and OASAS employees (including students).

Topics presented at this year’s conference will include: the neuro-
science of addiction; medical marijuana; the treatment of stimu-
lant dependence; fetal alcohol disorders; legal issues in addiction
treatment; and patients with special problems (e.g., post-traumatic
stress disorder, traumatic brain injury, psychiatric disorders).

In addition to experts from Albany Medical College and OASAS,
lecturers are from the Roswell Park Cancer Institute, the Inter-
national Center for the Disabled in NYC, Albert Einstein College
of Medicine, Columbia University, and The Addiction Institute of
New York in NYC, and more.

For more information, contact Dr. Glick at 262-5303 or
glicks@mail.amc.edu. To register, contact Amy Eglin at 262- 5617
or eglina@mail.amc.edu. Registration information can also be
found on Albany’s web site (www.amc.edu) under Continuing
Medical Education.

Dr. Stanley Glick

Dr. Dennis McKenna
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Memorial Service Honors
Community Members
Who Donated Their Bodies
to Science
Medical students and faculty paid tribute in
September to 308 people who died and donated
their bodies to the Medical College’s Anatomical Gift
Program for medical education purposes. The annual
graveside ceremony at Albany Rural Cemetery was
also attended by members of the donors’ families.
Anatomical gift donors enable medical students, resi-
dents, physician assistants, physical therapists, and
students of related disciplines to better understand
the structure of the human body through dissection.
Albany Medical College is one of only a handful of
medical schools in the country that holds graveside
memorial services such as these to remember donors. G
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“I am honored to have this opportunity and
look forward to working with and helping
the medical and professional staff of this
great institution to continue to provide the
highest quality medical care in the region.”

“Gaining protection in mucosal tissue in the
mouth and nose and down into the lungs is
the first line of defense.”
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